ALFIE

You may already have stumbled upon Alfie on one of the local beaches. He is a juvenile male grey seal approximately 4 years of age. We do have a large population of Grey seals living in and around our waters. They tend to be seen in inaccessible areas, such as caves and remote beaches. Alfie, however, has taken to resting on the local beaches around St. Ives. This does not mean that he is tame and wants to be disturbed by people. He has no identification tag which would indicate that he has never been through a rescue facility. We are a little unsure as to why he has chosen the popular and very busy beaches of St. Ives but feel that we should understand and respect ‘his’ space. Alfie is a wild grey seal and will display typical survival behaviour, this means that if approached or touched he will protect himself. A bite from a grey seal can be very severe, it will be followed by a long course of antibiotics and sometimes hospitalisation, and of course there is always the pain that follows an injury such as this.

Alfie, at present, is likely to be feeling a little under the weather. At this time of year the Grey seal will go through their annual moult. This means that the old coat they have carried the previous year is displaced leaving a fresh vibrant new coat. Seals will spend great lengths of time whilst this happens. They can also lose their appetite and their weight can drop. The process of moulting can take a few weeks or a month or so depending on the seal. As Alfie’s coat loosens and falls out you will notice that a darker and much more shiny one will uncover and, after the moult is completed, he will look totally different. We suspect that this is when Alfie will make himself less visible. Another likely possibility is that when Alfie reaches sexual maturity in the next year or so he will venture further afield.

Please respect Alfie, he is doing what seals do. If we respect him, he will respect us.

We are at present monitoring Alfie’s movements along with the RSPCA and if any body has any further queries relating to Alfie, then please feel free to contact us.

Yours,

Animal Care Team, The National Seal Sanctuary, Gweek, Cornwall in conjunction with the RSPCA. 

